
APOSTOLIC SPRING – BOTT 2012 
 
The protests began exactly thirteen months ago, on Saturday, December 
18, 2010 – a revolutionary wave of public demonstrations that literally 
rocked the Muslim world. It all started when one 26-year-old Tunisian 
street vendor named Mohamed Bouazizi literally set himself on fire to 
protest the repeated confiscation of his wares, and the harassment and 
humiliation that had been inflicted on him by municipal authorities. Within 
hours, mass protests had engulfed the streets of the city; within a month, 
the President of the country had fled. And that was just the beginning. 
 
Dubbed the ARAB SPRING by the protesters themselves, the wave of 
unrest and dissatisfaction swept across national boundaries, striking 
Algeria, Lebanon, Jordan, Mauritania, Sudan, Oman, Saudi Arabia, 
Egypt, Yemen, Iraq, Bahrain, Libya, Kuwait, Morocco, Western Sahara, 
and Syria. Tunisia wasn’t the only government to be overthrown. In 
Egypt, Hosni Mubarak was ousted after ruling for 30 years; in Libya, 
dictator Muammar Gaddafi was ousted and later killed after ruling for 40 
years. And as we convene at BOTT, leaders in several other countries 
have announced their intentions to step down at the end of their current 
terms in an attempt to quell the ongoing public outcry in their countries.  
 
ARAB SPRING rocked the world. It redrafted the hopes and dreams of 
millions of people, and it let us all know what can happen when one 
man sets himself on fire � because it takes that kind of sacrifice to 
start a revolution. One young Egyptian protester said: “The surprise 
was that there was a new generation who could break the fear barrier. At 
midnight, when the violent clearing of the square happened and the 
protesters didn't run away and go home, I knew it was a revolution." After 
she photographed and uploaded the image of a young protester who had 
been shot to death, one Tunisian blogger wrote: "On that day I lost my 
fear completely. I was ready for anything, even death."  
  
But not all revolutionary movements are created equal. While Time 
magazine named “The Protester” as its “Person of the Year” just one 
month ago, there was a backhanded rebuke to the “Occupy Wall Street” 
people in the article: "The stakes are very different in different places. In 
North America and most of Europe, there are no dictators, and dissidents 
don't get tortured. Any day that Tunisians, Egyptians or Syrians occupy 
streets and squares, they know that some of them might be beaten or 
shot, not just pepper-sprayed or flex-cuffed. The protesters in the Middle 
East and North Africa are literally dying to get political systems that 
roughly resemble the ones that seem intolerably undemocratic to 
protesters in Madrid, Athens, London and New York City.”  
 

It was pro-anarchism activist David Graeber who coined the Occupy 
Movement’s ingenious slogan, “We are the 99%.” Apparently, it totally 
escapes him that 80% of the human race lives on less than $10 a day, or 
that the world’s average individual income is $7000 a year. Or that 40% 
of the world’s population do not have toilets, or that 25% of the world 
does not have electricity. In other words, the BOTTOM 1% of Americans 
are generally far wealthier and healthier than most of the world’s citizens. 
Not all revolutions are equal � not all revolutions are noble. 
 
Revolution without sacrifice always ends in mere rebellion. 
Revolution is selfless; rebellion is selfish. Revolution unites; rebellion 
divides. Revolution returns us to great principles of the past; rebellion 
sacrifices great principles of the past for cheap comfort in the present. 
Revolution is from the Latin word “revolutus” meaning “to turn, to roll 
back.” Rebellion is from the Latin word “rebellis” meaning “renewing a 
war.” Revolution always costs me deeply; rebellion always costs others 
deeply. I’m electrified by revolution; I’m terrified of rebellion. 
 
Revolution is noble and necessary. But we have to be careful that our 
heart for revolution isn’t co-opted by someone else’s hidden agenda of 
rebellion just for rebellion’s sake. Like the telling words of one 27-year-
old TV news producer from Saudi Arabia: “I know what I DON’T want.” 
Or like a two-year-old scholarly study of social networks concluded: 
“Your friends’ friends’ friends affect everything you feel, think and do.” 
 
The Apostolic movement is not a democracy, and conversely, it is not a 
dictatorship. Rather, it is a KINGDOM. And kingdoms are run by the rule 
of a KING, not the mood of the masses, or the temperature of the times.  
 
Ezekiel 44:16  They shall enter into MY sanctuary, and they shall come 
near to MY table, to minister unto ME, and they shall keep MY charge.  
 
If you want to “Enter The Kingdom” you have to enter into a relationship 
with the King that will not make you an instant celebrity, or an overnight 
sensation, or even a popular preacher H but rather, His living sacrifice. 
And the problem with living sacrifices is that they tend to crawl down off 
of the altar when the fire gets too hot. 
 

Romans 12:1-2  I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of 
God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto 
God, which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed to this 
world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may 
prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.  
 
We have the high honor and profound privilege of being “labourers 
together with God” (1 Corinthians 3:9). But don’t ever mistake this for a 
call to equal partnership – HE IS OUR KING, NOT OUR COACH. 



God’s Kingdom is a unique kingdom. In our case, there was a KING 
long before there was a KINGDOM. The Apostle Paul called Jesus H 
 
1 Timothy 1:17  H the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise 
God, [to whom] be honour and glory for ever and ever.  
 
1 Timothy 6:15-16  H the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings, 
and Lord of lords; Who only hath immortality, dwelling in the light which 
no man can approach unto; whom no man hath seen, nor can see: to 
whom be honour and power everlasting.  
 
God’s original mandate for Israel made the entire nation a KINGDOM OF 
PRIESTS H those who offer SACRIFICES to a holy God, the kind of 
sacrifices that SEPARATE them as His holy people H and that paradigm 
of being “a kingdom of priests” continues into the New Testament H 
 
Exodus 19:6  And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy 
nation. These are the words which thou shalt speak unto the children of 
Israel.  
 
1 Peter 2:9-10  But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an 
holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of 
him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light: Which 
in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God: which 
had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy.  
 
Our culture does not – and cannot – understand this PRIESTHOOD 
PRINCIPLE. They understand “kingship” – they understand “leadership” 
– they understand “celebrity” – but they don’t understand “priesthood.” 
They cringe at HAVING to submit, but they are totally confounded by 
WANTING to submit. They resist HAVING to sacrifice, but they totally 
reject WANTING to sacrifice. And my problem is not with THEM, but with 
US H because “Christian culture” now exhibits the exact same traits. 
 
You have to realize that God’s Kingdom was never designed to operate 
with a HUMAN king, only with a HEAVENLY king. Every time God’s 
people appoint for themselves a visible king, they risk offending their 
invisible king. Samuel said as much to Israel H 
 

1 Samuel 10:19  And ye have this day rejected your God, who himself 
saved you out of all your adversities and your tribulations; and ye have 
said unto him, Nay, but set a king over us H 
 
Let me cut to the chase: I am addressing “kings” today, those who have 
been appointed and anointed to lead God’s people. You cannot begin to 
imagine the weight of responsibility that comes with that office. You are a 
KING (a leader) before people, but you are still a PRIEST before God! 

The book of Revelation (5:10) tells us that one day we will be “kings and 
priests, and we shall reign on the earth.” But right now, our main job is 
not to REIGN over others but to SUBMIT to the One who reigns over us. 
You cannot lead God’s people with democracy, you cannot lead them 
with dictatorship, you cannot even lead them as their “king” – the only 
way to rightly lead God’s people is as a PRIEST before God. 
 
Because He knew the deceitful nature of the human heart, God 
preempted Israel’s desire for a king with His command for that king H 
 
Deuteronomy 17:18-20  And it shall be, when he sitteth upon the throne 
of his kingdom, that he shall write him a copy of this law in a book out of 
that which is before the priests the Levites: And it shall be with him, and 
he shall read therein all the days of his life: that he may learn to fear the 
LORD his God, to keep all the words of this law and these statutes, to do 
them: That his heart be not lifted up above his brethren, and that he turn 
not aside from the commandment, to the right hand, or to the left: to the 
end that he may prolong his days in his kingdom, he, and his children, in 
the midst of Israel.  
 
Four months ago, I took an entire midweek service and read to our 
congregation one of my favorite books – “A Tale of Three Kings,” by 
Gene Edwards. His parable tells the stories of Saul, David and Absalom. 
Each man in turn has his chance at kingship, that is, to lead a group of 
people who are under his authority.  
• Saul, though anointed by Samuel, is jealous of young David and bent 

on destroying him in case he might threaten Saul’s own authority.  
• Much later, Absalom, though accepted by the masses, is critical of 

his elderly father’s leadership and bent on building his own kingdom.  
• Of course, for all intents and purposes, Saul and Absalom could be 

twin brothers H because it doesn’t matter to God whether you attack 
those under you or over you! 

• Only David refuses to pick up a sword to kill either Saul or Absalom, 
choosing instead to let God decide who is to be the earthly king over 
His people Israel, even if it costs him his life. 

 
"Many pray for the power of God. More every year. Those prayers sound 
powerful, sincere, godly, and without ulterior motive. Hidden under such 
prayer and fervor, however, are ambition, a craving for fame, the desire 
to be considered a spiritual giant. The person who prays such a prayer 
may not even know it, but dark motives and desires are in his heart � in 
YOUR heart." 
 

“Men who go after the Sauls among us often crucify the Davids among 
us. Who, then, can know who is David and who is Saul? God knows. But 



He won't tell � The passing of time, and the way you react to a leader — 
be he David or Saul — reveals a great deal about YOU.” 
This is the treachery of placing a human king in power over any portion 
of a heavenly kingdom. If we’re not careful, we begin to think that OUR 
will is actually GOD’S will, that OUR way is actually HIS way, that OUR 
plans are achieving HIS purpose. The human heart is notoriously critical, 
and nefariously competitive H and it leads us to evaluate our ministry in 
terms of what others think instead of what God actually wants. 
 
1 Samuel 18:8  And Saul was very wroth, and the saying displeased 
him; and he said, They have ascribed unto David ten thousands, and to 
me they have ascribed but thousands: and what can he have more but 
the kingdom?  
 
Matthew 18:1  At the same time came the disciples unto Jesus, saying, 
Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?  
 
2 Corinthians 10:12  For we dare not make ourselves of the number, or 
compare ourselves with some that commend themselves: but they 
measuring themselves by themselves, and comparing themselves 
among themselves, are not wise.  
 
Jesus told us in Luke 17:20 that “the kingdom of God cometh not with 
observation” – in other words, not by inspection or analysis, not by the 
observation of our eyes, but in accordance with God’s Word. I have that 
kind of “word” for you today – not a word of observation but of inspiration, 
because I believe God is saying we are in a time of TRANSITION. And 
transitions can be treacherous for leaders, and for movements. 
 
Joel 2:28  And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my 
spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see 
visions: 
 
Acts 2:16-17  But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel; And 
it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my 
Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall 
dream dreams: 
 

TWO IMPORTANT REVIVAL PRINCIPLES 
 

• Joel said that in the last days revival, the role of the older generation 
will be DIFFERENT than the role of the younger generation (not less 
important, just different!). 

 

• Peter REVERSED the prophecy to show that when the promise is 
fulfilled the vision of the young will step to the forefront, supported by 
the dreams of the elders. 

Many times in Scripture, the words “dream” and “vision” are used 
interchangeably; in this context, I believe there is a different emphasis: 
 

• DREAM:  from the Hebrew root CHALAM, which also means “to 
restore to health, to be strong, to be healthy” (DREAMS HAVE TO 
DO WITH THE PAST) – our dream is our MESSAGE, which has 
to stay “strong and healthy” 

 

• VISION:  from the Hebrew root CHAZAH, which also means “to 
perceive with the intelligence, to see by experience” (VISIONS HAVE 
TO DO WITH THE FUTURE) – our vision is our METHOD, which 
has to correctly “perceive” our generation 

 

David and Solomon both served as king over God’s people. They are 
one of the Bible’s best examples of this “generational transition” from the 
older generation’s dream to the younger generation’s vision. 
 

DAVID SOLOMON 
Was a DREAMER who took a 
group of people who had been 
ruled by Saul and fashioned them 
into a HEALTHY kingdom 

Was a VISIONARY who took an 
already healthy kingdom and 
wisely PERCEIVED how to make it 
an even more influential kingdom 

A man of war  A man of peace 
David was known for WORSHIP 
(experience was the critical 
element in his day) 

Solomon was known for WISDOM 
(knowledge was the critical 
element in his day) 

David had to battle the house of 
Saul (manmade religion) to 
establish his kingdom 

Solomon had to battle Adonijah (a 
rebellious brother) to establish his 
kingdom 

 
The world has accepted the Apostolic EXPERIENCE in the last century; 
now it’s time for them to accept Apostolic TRUTH! And it will happen, if 
we handle this transition correctly! 
 
1 Kings 2:12  Then sat Solomon upon the throne of David his father; 
and his kingdom was established greatly.  
 
David’s kingdom achieved its golden age under Solomon’s rule, but there 
wouldn’t have been a Solomon with a David! 
 
2 Chronicles 2:1  And Solomon determined to build an house for the 
name of the LORD, and an house for his kingdom.  
 



CAUTION FOR VISIONARIES:  Solomon got into trouble when he tried 
to build HIS kingdom alongside GOD’S kingdom. He didn’t value what he 
had INHERITED as much as David valued what he had CONQUERED.  
1 Kings 11:9-13  And the LORD was angry with Solomon, because his 
heart was turned from the LORD God of Israel, which had appeared unto 
him twice, And had commanded him concerning this thing, that he 
should not go after other gods: but he kept not that which the LORD 
commanded. Wherefore the LORD said unto Solomon, Forasmuch as 
this is done of thee, and thou hast not kept my covenant and my 
statutes, which I have commanded thee, I will surely rend the kingdom 
from thee, and will give it to thy servant. Notwithstanding in thy days I will 
not do it for David thy father's sake: but I will rend it out of the hand of thy 
son. Howbeit I will not rend away all the kingdom; but will give one tribe 
to thy son for David my servant's sake, and for Jerusalem's sake which I 
have chosen.  
 
Because Solomon married wives from the nations around him and 
adopted their religious practices, he became the worst kind of influence 
on God’s people. He broke God’s commands for his own convenience. 
God let him hold onto his kingdom only because of his father David.  
 

Young ministers, there is a RESIDUAL ANOINTING in holiness and 
sacrifice that lasts for one generation, but make no mistake – 
Solomon’s son Rehoboam lost the kingdom entirely. I don’t want to live 
on RESIDUAL ANOINTING – I want a first generation experience with 
God! That only happens if I seek HIS kingdom instead of my OWN! 
 
WE NEED AN APOSTOLIC SPRING! NOT A REBELLION AGAINST 
OUR PAST, BUT A REVOLUTION THAT TAKES US BACK IN ORDER 
TO MOVE US FORWARD. GOD’S KINGDOM PRINCIPLES HAVEN’T 
CHANGED – THEY STILL WORK THE SAME AS THEY ALWAYS DID! 
 
Matthew 6:33  But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his 
righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.  
 
1 Corinthians 4:20  For the kingdom of God is not in word, but in power.  
 
Matthew 6:10  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in 
heaven.  
 
Matthew 11:12  And from the days of John the Baptist until now the 
kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and the violent take it by force.  
 
Esther 4:14  H and who knoweth whether thou art come to the kingdom 
for such a time as this?  
 
2 Chronicles 20:17  Ye shall not need to fight in this battle: set 

yourselves, stand ye still, and see the salvation of the LORD with you, O 
Judah and Jerusalem: fear not, nor be dismayed; to morrow go out 
against them: for the LORD will be with you.  
Psalm 46:10-11  Be still, and know that I am God: I will be exalted 
among the heathen, I will be exalted in the earth. The LORD of hosts is 
with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah.  
 
BE STILL � AND NO! 
TO “ENTER” YOU HAVE TO EXIT! 
TO SAY “ENTER” YOU HAVE TO SAY “DO NOT ENTER”! 
 
We didn’t start out with as much “class” as we think we have today! We 
started out simply loving a KING and serving His KINGDOM. First, it 
was 120 people about 2000 years ago in the SPRING of AD 30 who 
worshipped so intensely that they appeared drunk to onlookers!  
 
Next, it was 60 people about 100 years ago in the SPRING of 1906 in 
a decrepit old building at 312 Azusa Street in Los Angeles. Their revival 
ran non-stop in day and night prayer meetings for over three years! 
 
Frank Bartleman, an early participant in the revival, recalled that “Brother 
Seymour generally sat behind two empty shoe boxes, one on top of the 
other. He usually kept his head inside the top one during the meeting, in 
prayer. There was no pride there ... in that old building, with its low 
rafters and bare floors ..." 
 
Although the core membership of the Azusa Street congregation 
never numbered more than 60 people, by mid-May 1906, anywhere 
from 300 to 1,500 people would attempt to fit into the building. People 
from a diversity of backgrounds came together to worship: men, women, 
children, black, white, Hispanic, Asian, rich, poor, illiterate, and educated. 
People of all ages flocked to Los Angeles with both skepticism and a 
desire to participate. Worship at 312 Azusa Street was frequent and 
spontaneous, with services going almost around the clock. The Los 
Angeles Times and other newspapers were not kind in their description: 
 
“Meetings are held in a tumble-down shack on Azusa Street, and the 
devotees of the weird doctrine practice the most fanatical rites, preach 
the wildest theories and work themselves into a state of mad excitement 
in their peculiar zeal. The night is made hideous in the neighborhood by 
the howlings of the worshippers, who spend hours swaying forth and 
back in a nerve racking attitude of prayer and supplication. They claim to 
have the "gift of tongues" and be able to understand the babel.” 
 
“There is a disgraceful intermingling of the races ... they cry and make 
howling noises all day and into the night. They run, jump, shake all over, 



shout to the top of their voice, spin around in circles, fall out on the 
sawdust blanketed floor jerking, kicking and rolling all over it. Some of 
them pass out and do not move for hours as though they were dead. 
These people appear to be mad, mentally deranged or under a spell. 
They claim to be filled with the spirit. They have a one eyed, illiterate, 
Negro as their preacher who stays on his knees much of the time with 
his head hidden between the wooden milk crates. He doesn't talk very 
much but at times he can be heard shouting, ‘Repent,’ and he's 
supposed to be running the thing ... They repeatedly sing the same song, 
‘The Comforter Has Come.’” 
 
But little could the subscribers of the Los Angles Times have guessed 
that in years to come, historians would say that the Azusa Street revival 
gave birth to modern Pentecostalism and became the most significant 
revival of the twentieth century in terms of world evangelism. 
 
A prophecy was given during this revival, at an unknown point by an 
unknown person. Nearly 100 years later, it sounds a warning for us in the 
Apostolic movement H “In the last days three things will happen in the 
great Pentecostal Movement H there will be an overemphasis on power, 
rather than on righteousness; there will be an overemphasis on the gifts 
of the Spirit, rather than on the Lordship of Christ; there will be an 
overemphasis on praise, to a God they no longer pray to.” 
 
So the question is, are we going to be a DIFFERENT church than the 
book of Acts? Are we going to be a DIFFERENT church than the one at 
Azusa Street? Or are we going to be the SAME kind of church? We 
already have the DOCTRINE that they preached – and it still works! But 
we are in desperate need of the DISCIPLESHIP that they had! 
 
IT’S TIME FOR AN APOSTOLIC SPRING! 
 
Mohamed Bouazizi set himself on fire and dictators toppled like dominos. 
 

John Wesley was once asked why so many came to hear him preach. 
He answered, “I set myself on fire and they come to watch me burn.” 
 

The disciples on the road to Emmaus said, “Did not our heart burn within 
us, while he talked with us by the way, and while he opened to us the 
scriptures?” (Luke 24:32) 
 

Cloven tongues like as of fire sat upon each of the believers in the Upper 
Room in the world’s first Pentecostal service. (Acts 2:3) 
 

That’s our problem. We know ABOUT the fire. We just haven’t set 
ourselves ON FIRE! Some generation of Apostolic ministers will have 
their “career path” interrupted by the Rapture – maybe this generation! If 

you’re waiting to get “in position” to have revival, you’re in position now.  
 
IT’S TIME FOR AN APOSTOLIC SPRING! 
 
 


